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Welcome to this edition of Gecko.

During the last 12 months there has been another amazing effort with improvements
to the 68 sites across the mountains as a result of the 9252 volunteer hours. The
bushcare team would like to thank every one of the 490 people who contribute to
this, month after month.

Just in case you have a free day and wish to go and help another group, I have been
trying to find space to list all the regular Bushcare & Landcare groups and when
they meet — but unfortunately there’s always too much to fit in. Maybe next
Gecko? In the meantime if you'd like a list, just give me a call and I'll send it.

Lyndal Sullivan
Bushcare Team Leader

DATES T0 NOTE

Sunday 1 August Australian Plant Society Seminar on the Evolution of Blue
Mountains Plants and Landscapes. Details inside

2-6 August Korinderie Bush Regeneration week for a bush regeneration holiday in
northern NSW adjacent Bundjalung National Park. Enquiries: Tein or Graeme 6682 2885

Saturday 14 August Wilsons Glen Bushcare Tree Day Woodford 2-4pm,
contact Erin Hall 4780 5623 ehall@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Saturday 14 August Frog Hollow Planting Day , Blackheath 9:30-12 morning tea
provided Contact Erin Hall at BMCC 4780 5623 or chall@bmcc.nsw.gov.au.

21-22 August Tree Planting Weekend in the Capertee Valley to assist the Regent
honeyeater. Contact Birds Australia, 9647 1033 or basna@birdsaustralia.com.au.

Sunday 29 August Remote Area Bushcare on Long Angle Creek. All day event
meeting in Winmalee. Moderate bushwalking fitness required. An off track walk to the
creek. Contact Lyndal or Erin on 4780 5528 bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Thursday 2 September Bushcare on the Big Screen Details inside

Saturday 4 September Newnes Pine Wildling event, Newnes Plateau 9.30-3.30pm.
An opportunity to treat pines invading swamps from nearby plantations. Contact Michael
Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or 4780 5471

Saturday 4 September Bushcare Tree Day event at Lone Pine Reserve, Leura.
10am-12. Contact Erin Hall at BMCC 4780 5623 or chall@bmcc.nsw.gov.au.

Tuesday 7 September Clydebank Swamp Weedout (Nth Leura) 9am — 3pm.

Follow up work in beautiful swamp at the headwaters of Yosemite Creek. Primarily
groundlayer weeds, not for those who only like the big weeds. Book with Michael
Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au (preferred) or 4780 5471

Friday 10 September Bushcare Tree Day at Peter Carroll Field, Leura 10am-12
Come and plant some trees and shrubs with the Leura Cascades Bushcare Group. RSVP to
Erin Hall at BMCC 4780 5623 ehall@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Sunday 12 September Newnes Plateau Swamp Vegetation and Ecology Workshop
9.30-12.30 Learn more about Newnes Plateau Shrub Swamps. Join Ian Baird at Carne
Swamp. Book with Michael Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or 4780 5471

Wednesday 15 September Popes Glen Creek 9-2 pm. A joint NPWS/remote bushcare
event. An easy ‘remote trip’ and good chance to support the Bushcare group by working
in the downstream section of Popes Glen Creek near Boyds Beach. Targetting gorse and
broom. Contact vanessa.richardson@environment.nsw.gov.au or 47873112

Thursday 16 September Bushcare Network Meeting 6pm Lawson library meeting
room. All welcome. Light dinner provided. RSVP by Friday 7th and for details of
discussion topics, contact Lyndal Sullivan [sullivan@bmcc.nsw.gov.au_or 4780 5528

Deadline for contributions for next Gecko 29 September
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Saturday 25 September Landcare Tree Day, Govetts Creek Rawson Pde North Leura. Come and help the Sconies
Landcare group plant some trees and shrubs. Please RSVP to Erin Hall at BMCC 4780 5623 ehall@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Sat/Sunday 25-26 September Remote Swampcare on Newnes Plateau 9.30-3.30pm Experienced bushwalkers
needed to find and destroy pine wildlings. Contact Michael Hensen 4780 5471 or mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Thursday 30 September Wentworth Creek Swamp, Wentworth Falls 9am-3pm
Tackle one of the last remaining large Himalayan Honeysuckle infestations in Wentworth Falls in the headwaters of
Wentworth Creek. Lunch provided. Book with Michael Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au (preferred) or 4780 5471

Saturday 9 October Wilsons Glen Remote Area Bushcare, Woodford Full day event with a bushwalk to a patch
of montbretia. Contact Lyndal or Erin on 4780 5528 or bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Sunday 10 October Blue Mountains Swamp Vegetation Workshop for beginners 9.30-12.30
An opportunity to learn more about the basics of flora and ecology of Blue Mountains Swamps from lan Baird. Book
with Michael Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au (preferred) or 4780 5471

Friday 15 October Connaught Swamp, Blackheath 9am-2pm Swampcare is supporting NPWS efforts to control
an emerging Himalayan Honeysuckle invasion in the headwaters of Govetts Leap Brook. Lunch provided. Book with
Michael Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au (preferred) or 4780 5471

Wednesday 20 October Govetts Leap — Weeding With A View. A Great Grose Weed Walk morning activity at the

magnificent Govetts Leap Lookout to remove some of the nasties. An extra special morning tea will be supplied.
Contact: 47873112 or vanessa.richardson@environment.nsw.gov.au

Thursday 21 October 7-9pm Six Seasons Video Presentation & Discussion Details below
Saturday 23 October Connected Waters Symposium 10-1pm Presentations on the interconnectivity of surface

water, groundwater, biodiversity and climate. Footbeats Festival at Blue Mountains TAFE Wentworth Falls.

Sunday 24 October Braeside Blitz, Blackheath 9 —3pm. An activity of the Great Grose Weed Walk to remove
Gorse and other weeds from Braeside. Contact 47873112 or vanessa.richardson@environment.nsw.gov.au

Sat 30/ Sun 31 October Acacia Flat Two days of weeding and wading along Govetts Creek treating weeds along the

way. Overnight at Acacia Flat. Contact Vanessa 47873112 vanessa.richardson@environmnet.nsw.gov.au

Sunday 7 November Katoomba Creek Remote Area Bushcare Working along remote sections of Katoomba
Creek to search and destroy weeds in the area. Contact: Lyndal Sullivan 4780 5528 Isullivan@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

How many seasons do you think we have?

Six Seasons Video Presentation

Local indigenous and non indigenous artists of the Bushcare on the Big Screen
mountains combined their observations in 2009 to
develop artworks forming the idea that there may be The photography project that has been running this year
more than four seasons. A video of the process and the with Amanda Hunt is coming to a close and we invite you
artworks was created by David Ryan from Shiney to an evening preview of the best photos from each group.
Pictures. Bushcare will be hosting the video to evoke X
discussion of the seasons in the mountains with those Where: Santa Maria Centre, Lawson
involved in the project, and also to enjoy some supper Parking available on Kitchener & Mary Streets
together. When: Thursday 2 September 2010

Thursday 21 October 7pm - 9:30pm Tea, coffee and cake provided.

7—-9pm
Presbyterian Church Hall (behind church) )
160 Macquarie Rd Springwood RSVP essential
by Friday 27 August

Please RSVP to Erin Hall at Bushcare 4780 5623 or Erin Hall — Bushcare BMCC
chall@bmcc.nsw.gov.au 4780 5623

ehall@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
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Learn to identify and manage garden weeds and help protect the wider

environment!

Here are two courses for those who may be interested in spreading the word about
weeds.

What does your garden grow? This workshop will give you knowledge on how
" to deal with weeds in gardens. 65% of introduced weeds have escaped from parks
and gardens. More than 2800 introduced plant species have established in the
{ wild and many threaten the integrity of some of Australia’s most valued places
such as the World Heritage areas of the Blue Mountains.

What pesky plant is that? This will help you learn how to identify weeds, and to
use a computerised weed key.

Agapanthus in the Blue Mountains.
Photo: Judy Morrell

Each workshop will run from 9:00am to 3pm. Includes practical activities, a set of resources including a CD-ROM, a work-
book, and factsheets. These ‘Train the trainer’ workshops, are being run by the NSW Dept Industry & Investment. As these
courses are designed to provide skills and resources for people who wish to get involved in community education, any volun-
teers with an interest are encouraged to contact the Bushcare office so that we can assist with subsidising the cost. Contact:
Annette Beer Education Officer, Weeds 02 6938 1671 Annette.beer@industry.nsw.gov.au.
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Volunteer
What does your garden grow? What pesky plant is that? Opportunity
Monday 22 November 2010 Tuesday 23 November 2010
Blue Mountains venue TBC Blue Mountains venue TBC Do you love tool

Wednesday 24" November 2010 Sydney | Thursday 25™ November 2010 Sydney maintenance ?

. Back inf ti the plant . . .
Topic 1 | What, why and where of weeds ki?lc dg;r r(;lund fntormation on the plan . We are looking for .
F a%ur f plants important for : I .
Topic 2 | When is a plant a weed? . de " fe S (t)' Pamiis tmpo © : like to assist the :
Lendl Lcalgcng T : bushcare program :
Topic 3 | What does your garden grow? foa the and familiarisation o . with sharpening, .
catures . oiling and cleaning .
Topic 4 | How do we take control? Identification using a computerised key . tools. .
Topic 5 Why don’t you grow me Submitting samples to herbaria for
p instead? identification +  Either ask a Bushcare
: Officer or contact :
. Lyndal to find out .
. more — 4780 5528 .
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Soft Engineering and Bushcare

As Bushcare volunteers and bushregenerators, we are all
aware that a major cause of degradation and weed invasion
of bushland areas of the Blue Mountains, is urban runoff;
ie  the runoff of stormwater from urban areas.

To understand how natural areas are affected by urban
runoff, it is useful to understand how water moves through
the landscape in its natural state. In the natural landscape,
water is slowed, spread and filtered by native vegetation
and a layer of organic material which has built up over a
long period of time. Much of the water is able to infiltrate
into the soil. The water which does flow over the surface
does so over a broad area, at a relatively slow rate. This is
the environment in which native vegetation communities
have evolved. This evolution has taken place over mil-
lions of years.

A common result of urban developments is a substantial
change in the way that water moves into the natural areas
surrounding urban developments. Water is channelled into
high volume, high velocity flows.

One of the major impacts seen in areas where urban runoff
is released into natural areas, is serious erosion of the soil.
If left unchecked, this can also lead to the creation of deep
channels in fragile landscapes, swamps in particular, and a
loss of ground water from the soil in the surrounding area.
In turn, this situation leads to severe degradation in these
areas, including the loss of the native vegetation, and the
subsequent invasion of weeds.

Another impact which is commonly seen is the deposition
of foreign material, such as silt, litter, and weed seeds. In
addition to this, the runoff water brings increased levels of
nutrients and moisture into the soil. This combination puts
severe stress on the native vegetation, and creates a perfect
environment for weeds to colonise and
flourish.

In the Blue Mountains, there are an in-
creasing number of structures which have
been put in place at key points in the
landscape to reduce the impact of urban
runoff. In turn, this has created the op-
portunity for degraded natural areas to
stabilise, and begin the process of
recovery.

These structures take many forms. At one
end of the scale, there are structures

Sue Withers, Peter Chrismas & Rob Grieves instal coir logs below a mitre drain, Sth Lawson
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which are made from hard materials like concrete and steel.
These solutions are known as ‘hard engineering’. These
works are designed to be permanent, and they represent a
large investment in time and materials.

Another group of techniques which may be of more interest
to us in Bushcare is ‘soft engineering’. This approach
involves the use of materials which are largely manufactured
from organic sources, such as jute fibres and coconut husks.
These basic materials can be woven into many forms, such as
jute mats, net-like mesh, and coir logs. By nature, these
materials are softer, and are eventually assimilated into the
landscape usually replaced by plants.

Soft Engineering in South Lawson

A recent example of a soft engineering structure was installed
by members of the South Lawson Bushcare Group.

An area of healthy bush at South Lawson was being impacted
by runoff from a road which adjoins the site. This runoff was
causing the deposition of silt, moisture and nutrients into the
area, and as a result, weeds were beginning to invade.

It was not possible in this case to prevent the flow of water
into the area completely. With this fact in mind, the Bushcare
group designed and installed a small structure of coir logs.
This will help to mitigate the degrading effects by reducing
the energy of the runoff, capturing much of the silt before it
enters the natural area, and allowing some of the water to
infiltrate into the soil.

This is a great example of an achievable active approach, and
how we can treat weeds in our natural areas before they
invade. Well done South Lawson Bushcare.

Peter Chrismas

April 2010
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Friends of the Colo Inc Program for September-November 2010

4-5 September T3 Track to COLO RIVER, then to Mount Townsend Bend
Stop the advance of lantana further into the wilderness. Camp by the river in delightful surroundings
for 2 days or extend to 4. Bushwalking experience needed

18-19 September NEWNES car-camp — easy weekend
A weekend of planting seedlings in an area where willows have been removed, and a search along a short
section of the Wolgan River upstream of Newnes to check for surviving willows.

2-4 October (long weekend) WOLGAN RIVER - Experienced walkers
Wander the Wolgan from Newnes to Rocky Creek, checking for errant willows. Great gorge country,
beautiful campsites. Rock-hopping and wading involved.

30 October—6 November COLO COLOSSUS for fit experienced walkers
Start on the Wolgan River at Rocky Creek, and proceed down into the Colo River and finish on the Culoul
Range. Boulder scrambling and deep wading needed to get to the tree of heaven and cape ivy.

27-28 Nov (Sat-Sun) COLO RIVER AT PINCHGUT CREEK
An overnight walk and lilo trip, with a beautiful camping spot on a beach. The walk in is steep and rugged.

One day, late November Paddle Bob Turners to UPPER COLO - Paddling experience. Date to be
set for after rain. Walk to river then paddle to find black willows and lantana. Contact Jeff Cottrell
jeffcottrell@optusnet.com.au Ph 02 9686 6972

Contact Andy Macqueen andymacqueen(@gmail.com or 4757 1083
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" Save can Swamps
project wins National Innovation Award

BMCC has been recognised with a National Local Government Award for ‘Innovation in Natural Resource Management’.

The genesis of the award can be traced back to the work of the Blue Mountains Conservation Society in 2000 in nominating Blue
Mountains Swamps to be listed as a threatened ecological community under federal legislation. This resulted in the successful

listing in 2005 as part of the Temperate Highland Peat Swamps on Sandstone. Council responded to the listing by establishing a
swamp restoration program in 2006. This ‘Save our Swamps’ program has 7 components:

® on ground swamp remediation program,

® acommunity awareness raising program,

® on ground volunteering program through Swampcare,
® aschool education program,

® aprivate landholders incentive program and
e a capacity building program for agency staff and community groups

X i Swampcare volunteers working in a Newnes
Grant funding has been received from state and federal government programs. Platcau Shrub Swamp Photos Michael Hensen
In the 5 years of the project over 30 ha of Blue Mountains Swamp has undergone
bush regeneration works and over 50 ha of vulnerable downslope Blue Mountains
Swamp areas protected. Also over 600m of channelised swamp has been treated
with rehydration structures, 11,825 endemic swamp plants planted and 2.5km of
tracks either closed or stabilised.

Council has worked with Lithgow City Council, Wingecarribee Shire Council and
Gosford City Council to assist them in adopting similar programs to protect their
swamps.

The Save our Swamps project and council would like to thank the fantastic and
committed members of the Blue Mountains community who have participated in
protecting our significant and wonderful Blue Mountains Swamps. To find out
more Visit www.saveourswamps.com or contact Michael Hensen 4780 5471
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Cobblers Pegs
Push
another Volunteer
over the Edge!

The new Eco Choices programme will be launched in July 2010. This is a
revamped version of the old EarthWorks course with new information and a
whole new workshop called All About Stuff. This new workshop examines
the choices we make in our life and how they impact the world we live in.

Eco Choices is a free course open to all Blue Mountains residents. Other workshops include
Detox Your Home, Worm Farming, Composting, Eco Gardening and a tour of the new

. . The Cobblers Pegs had got a bit out of hand for
Transfer Station at Katoomba Waste Management Facility. When 5 parts of the course are  Ajlan Murray from Glenbrook Lagoon

completed participants receive a free compost bin. May 2010

Other workshops to come explore energy saving in your home and ‘Waterwise Home and
Garden’.

A schedule and registration form are available from the Waste & Resources
project officer on 4780 5621 or kknight@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or you can download
a registration form from the Council website www.bmcc.nsw.gov.au
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How high and far can your Bushcare hat go? [\: FOURTEENTH ANNUAL SEMINAR :-U
Send in your photos of where you have worn your [ AUSTRALIAN PLANT SOCIETY ]
hat. It is best if you can email a jpeg file as an attachment . I BLUE MOUNTAING GROUP :“

‘:‘ Sunday 1 August 2010 9.30 am — 4.00 pm :

SPECTACULAR AND SPECIAL
The development and diversity of Blue Mountains

‘“‘" Plants ‘
@ - the evolution of Australian plants &
LL - Blue Mountains plant communities a

- rare and special plants of the Blue Mountains

Lz, Principal speakers: Margaret Baker, Judy Smith, Jan Al- °U

I len |
% o
U.;, Blaxland Neighbourhood Centre Hope St, Blaxland P
® Admission $25.00 including catering &
o S gl
Barbie Bates and Hugh Todd of the Lapstone Gullies Bushcare ‘T’ Inquiries: Merle Thompson 6352 3805 I
group wearing their bushcare hats on the Annapurna Circuit in )

Nepal. This photo was taken at the top of the Thorung La Pass Uﬂ ] T 44739 1905 ; mleé(lip S@blgp (_)lnd'com |
at 5416 metres. 25 February 2010 Hn ane Toxwar jane.toxward@ozemail.com.au ¢




Annual Bushcare Picnic 2010 e

On 1* May over 140 Bushcare and Landcare volunteers and friends celebrated their year’s efforts at the picnic in
Sun Valley. We had fantastic weather and enjoyed a walk with Jill Dark, the kids enjoyed activities and water bugs
with various members of the Environmental Management section.

The Bushcare officers cooked up some tasty food and we were all entertained by the music of the Gang Gangs.

Aunty Val and David King gave us a warm Welcome to Country. This year’s awards were presented under the colourful
marquee, by Thelma Murphy and Councillor Chris Van der Kley.

5 Year Group Awards
Burgess Falls at Hazelbrook,
Govett St at Sth Katoomba and
Zora’s Creek at Glenbrook

10 Year Group Awards

Central Park at Wentworth Falls, Kedumba Creek
at Katoomba, Vale Street at Katoomba, and
Water Nymphs Dell at Wentworth Falls

20 Year Group Awards
Fairy Dell at Springwood and
Popes Glen at Blackheath

Rian Strathdee Memorial Junior Bushcare
Award presented by Jasmine Payget to Miranda
Garafalow from the Govett Street Group at South
Katoomba

Masters Award
Deirdre Morton from Wilsons Glen Bushcare and
Woodford Glen Landcare Group

The Landcare Award
John Hollis from Long Angle Gully Landcare
Group as well as Cross Street Bushcare.

The Hard Yakka Award
Malcolm Hughes of Else-Mitchell Park Bushcare
Group.

The Bushcare Legend Award was presented by
last years recipient Hugh Paterson.
The award went to Morag Ryder of Water Nymphs

Dell, Horseshoe Falls and Braeside Groups
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The Wattle from Snowy River jumps a few fences....

First there was the Man from Snowy
River, now it’s the Wattle — charging
slowly into the Blue Mountains land-
scape as its seeds accumulate and germi-
nate forming what are (so far) separated
populations. Snowy River Wattle,
Acacia boormanii, is a beautiful medium
sized wattle promoted for its blossom,
size, shape and hardiness, and widely
available in the horticultural industry.

The Snowy River Wattle is native in
woodlands, often along gullies and
streams south from the Cooma  district
and into Victoria. It is known to have
invasive populations in the ACT, the
Murrumbidgee Catchment and now in at
least six Blue Mountains locations from
Linden to Mount Victoria, in reserves,
beside the highway and along fencelines.
This is one amongst many Australian
plants that are invading areas beyond
their natural range as a result of the

Snowy River Wattles in late winter bloom with

youngsters in foreground at North Lawson Park
©Clive Heywood Barker

'Native Plant' industry. Their invasion
and associated consequences for local
ecosystems (competition and hybridisa-
tion) are easily masked, as to most
passers by, they simply look native.

Invasive populations of Snowy River
Wattle in the Lower Blue Mountains will
often have the native Flax-leaved Wattle
Acacia linifolia nearby for comparison.
In the Upper Mountains it should not be
confused with any other wattles, with the
exception of at least one RTA highway
roadside planting of A. linifolia.

Snowy River Wattle A. boormanii has
bright yellow flower heads and grey-
green phyllodes (wattle 'leaves'),
whereas Flax-leaved wattle A. linifolia
has pale yellow to white flowers and
green phyllodes. Snowy River wattle
also has obtuse (blunt) phyllode tips with
a mucro (small point) and seed pods 4 to
6 mm wide; the tip of Flax-leaved wattle
phyllodes are acute (pointed) with a
mucro and their seed pods 8 to 15 mm
wide.

In the Clarence area, care must be taken
not to confuse either of the above species
with the very range restricted Acacia
meiantha which has bright yellow flower
heads, no visible midvein on phyllodes
and short stiff hairs on its branchlets and
peduncles (flower head stems). There are
only two known populations of A.
meiantha; one in a State Forest north of
Orange the other adjacent to the Bells
Line of Road at Clarence, where it is

threatened by future roadworks.

Snowy River Wattle is increasingly
recognised as an invasive species. The
Wattle Day Association lists it as a
species that 'may be troublesome in some
regions'. A number of catchment
management and landcare groups in
southern Australia now list it as a weed
species.

As National Wattle Day approaches (1*
September), one wonders how many new
invasive populations may be getting their
kickstart as well meaning folk plant non-
local native wattles. For variety, we
could celebrate National Wattle Day by
removing a patch of feral wattles nearby!

Acacia boormanii, early winter flowerbuds
and phyllodes. ©Clive Heywood Barker

Clive Heywood Barker
Bushcare Officer
Blue Mountains Conservation Society

Your Newsletter: This newsletter is compiled by Lyndal Sullivan (assisted by Sharon Huxley) from Blue Mountains City

Council with contributions from volunteers (with special thanks to Barbara Harley, Judy Dervin & Shirley Brown) and Council’s Environmental Man-
agement Staff. It is sent to Bushcare & Landcare volunteers and other interested people. Contributions and suggestions are always welcome, as
Contact: Bushcare, Blue Mountains City Council, Locked Bag 1005, Katoomba NSW 2780;
phone 4780 5528 or email bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au.

Phone 4780 5528 or e-mail Isullivan@bmcc.nsw.gov.au; Fax 4780 5349.

are requests for alterations to the mailing list.

If undelivered please return to
Locked Bag 1005 Katoomba NSW 2780
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