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Welcome to another edition of Gecko. The severe wind storms in early July
caused considerable damage to a number of upper mountains bushcare sites. We
sympathise with those groups that face the work involved in repairing damage,
and also feelings of disappointment to see some of their work ‘undone’.

Over the last 12 months, there was an amazing 9815 hours of volunteer work
contributed to the local bushland through our bushcare program - well done and
many thanks.
Lyndal Sullivan
On behalf of the Bushcare Team
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DATES T0 NOTE 6}

I, Weekend 13 & 14 August Capertee Valley Tree Planting Register with Pixie
" Maloney at Birds Australia, 9647 1033 or basna@birdsaustralia.com.au.

Saturday 13 August Environmental Forensics talk  details inside

Wednesday 17 August Bushcare Network Meeting 6pm Lawson. All
welcome for discussion & light dinner. RSVP by Friday 12™ August. details inside

Friday 19 August Deadline for comments to Sydney Water on options for sewer
release details inside

Saturday 20 August Vegetation responses to fire in the Greater Blue
Mountains details inside

Sk R S aturday 3 September Blue Gum Swamp Creek, Winmalee Easy remote trip

9 am - 3pm. Bookings Lyndal 4780 5528 or bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Weekend 3 & 4 September Jenolan Caves Sycamore War Join the fourth year
of Sycamore weed control. Training, tools, meals and accommodation provided.
Contact trish.kidd@environment.nsw.gov.au or call NPWS Oberon 6336 1972

5 - 11 September Weedbusters and Landcare Week street stall

Saturday 10 September Browns Swamp Newnes Plateau Planting and seed
collection. Swampcare details at end over page*

¥ Sunday 11 September Lower Mountains Field Day/morning Shale Forest

with Eric Mahony 10 am Eastern escarpment Lapstone - Glenbrook details inside

Sunday 11 September Friends of the Colo Pinchgut Creek. Treat cape ivy and
tree of heaven. Andy Macqueen Ph 47571083 andymacqueen@gmail.com

17 & 18 September Wombeyan Caves Weed Whacking Weekend Treating
woody weeds and vines on valley floor. NPWS details as for Jenolan Caves above.

Tuesday 20 September Wentworth Creek Swampcare* WW Falls 9am-1pm

Long weekend 1 to 3 October Blue Gum Forest. Great Grose Weed Walk. An
opportunity for all who love the Blue Gum Forest area to help control the weeds
from the 2006 fires. Contact Vanessa Richardson NPWS 47873112.

‘ Saturday 1 October Coates Park Privet Bash And Planting 1.30 pm —4.30 pm

Remove Privet from a large rock outcrop or plant or both! Some clambering
around rocks for those who like a challenge. Afternoon tea provided. Contact
Karen Hising 4780 5623 or khising@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Wednesday 5 October Weeding with a View 9-3pm. Govetts Leap area.
Morning tea and lunch provided. Contact Vanessa Richardson NPWS 47873112

Deadline for contributions for next Gecko Tuesday 4th October
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DATES T0O NOTE continued.....

Saturday 8 October Valley Of The Waters Planting Event Wentworth Falls PicnicArea
9.00 am — 12.00 Noon. Morning tea provided. Contact Arthur Henry NPWS on 4787 3104 or
arthur.henry@environment.nsw.gov.au

Saturday 15™ October Wentworth Falls Lake Bushcare/Swampcare event 1pm -4pm Contact Swampcare*

Sunday 16 October Blue Mountains Swamps workshop Blackheath. 9.30 -12.30 am Join presenter Ian
Baird to explore the world of burrowing crayfish, swamp rats, giant dragonflies, and Blue Mnts water skinks in
these groundwater dependent ecosystems. Morning tea provided. Contact Swampcare* see below

15-16 October Friends of the Colo Tootie Creek Stop the advance of lantana further into the wilderness!
Walk the T3 track to the Colo River. Short steep track walk. Ian Partridge Ph 94272249 ian@p-sys.net.au

Wednesday 19 October Mt Victoria Remote Bushcare/NPWS. A full day weeding the headwaters of the
Grose River without the climb. Some walking through swamps. Morning tea and lunches provided. Contact
Vanessa Richardson NPWS 47873112

Sunday 23 October Braeside Planting day 9 - 4pm Help the Bushcare group planting over 300 seedlings in
a degraded area section. Morning tea provided. Contact Vanessa Richardson NPWS 47873112

Tuesday 25 October Connaught Swamp, Blackheath 9am-1pm Swampcare event * see below

Saturday 29 October Katoomba Creek  Remote Bushcare, walking along another remote section , mostly
off-track, many creek crossings and wading. Contact 47805528 or Isullivan@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

Weekend 29 & 30 October Jenolan Caves Sycamore War see details as per 3-4 September

Saturday 12 November Valley Of The Waters Remote Event 8.30 am - 4.00 pm  Be driven down to the
Kedumba Valley for weeding some remote sections of Jamison Creek. Agility and fitness required. Catering.
Limited numbers. Contact Arthur Henry NPWS on 4787 3104 or arthur.henry@environment.nsw.gov.au.

Saturday 12 November Introduction to Bushcare. Blaxland. 9 - 1 pm including lunch. Learn the basics.
All new or intending volunteers welcome. Contact Erin or Jill 4780 5623 or ehall@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

* Information and bookings for all Swampcare events—contact Michael Hensen
on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or 4780 5471
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WEEDS at Local Markets

The last Gecko had the good news that NO Blue Weeds" as well as weed booklets for distribution.
Mountains listed WEED SPECIES may be sold

at markets held on Council land. YOUR HELP is needed to assist us in contacting

organisers of the many fetes/fairs/festivals/stalls
The Bushcare Network is in the process of that are so often held in the mountains.
contacting other markets held in the community.
As we are volunteers committed to restoring
damaged native vegetation we want to lighten
our load by preventing the inadvertent sale of charge of such an event at
Blue Mountains environmental weeds. We are your local church/RFS/
appealing to other volunteer /community groups club/school/preschool, etc.
who hold fundraising events. could you forward the

We have a partial list, but if
you know the person in

We hope they will appreciate our purpose and ~ name and phone no. to
co-operate by also preventing the sale of buscare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
weeds. We will send them an updated list of or 47805528.
alternatives to plant in the garden "Instead of

A 0 -~ i b+ b 4 K~k b~ -~ Kb e b 0 - -5
};g%%#%%###%%%%%%%##%%%%%#%%&%@

<t < <A <he e <A <t e e e e e e e e e e <t e e e <A <t e e e e e <t < e e <A <t e e e <A e e e e e <A



mailto:ian@p-sys.net.au
mailto:arthur.henry@environment.nsw.gov.au.
mailto:mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au
mailto:bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au

NINOX STRENUA Page 3
Sydney's Powerful Owl

The nests are built, the eggs are laid and for Sydney's pow-
erful owls it is time to hoot and be counted. Birds Australia
is calling on the public to help locate and monitor breeding
pairs of Australia's largest species of owl, Ninox strenua.
The birds are listed as vulnerable in NSW and there are 20
to 30 breeding pairs living in the Sydney region, an owl
expert from the Department of Primary Industries, Rod
Kavanagh, said, ‘But we don't know for sure and we don't
know where they are breeding. We need to identify the
critical roosting and breeding requirements of the owls
and the locations of important areas requiring protection.’

The manager of the Birds in Backyards program at Birds
Australia, Holly Parsons, said powerful owls are about 55
centimetres tall. They possess large yellow eyes, massive
talons and white and grey-brown plumage. ‘They're much
larger than any other owl that we are likely to see in our
suburbs,’ she said. ‘But people are more likely to hear the
bird's slow resonant hoot than catch a glimpse of these
nocturnal creatures. "It's a very distinctive deep 'whoo-
hoo' call.’

o -

The breeding season lasts from April to September and the

S program is asking people who spot the birds to get in

# = touch. The owls prefer forested areas, and nest in the hol-
lows of large, old trees, such as Lilly Pillys, Turpentines

and Coachwoods. They live in the same area year-round, and can range

over more than 1000 hectares in search of food, such as possums, sugar gliders and grey-headed flying foxes.

Photo: Akos Lumnitzer/http://www.amatterofligh

‘We need to know where and when you saw or heard the bird and anything interesting you noticed about where
it was or what it was doing,' Dr Parsons said. Birds in Backyards is also training volunteers who are willing to
regularly check on a breeding pair and report back what the birds are doing at their nests. To report a

sighting or volunteer as an observer email birdsinbackyards@birdsaustralia.com.au @
W

SCIENCE WEEK SEMINARS by National Parks and Wildlife Service

Saturday 13" August:  Environmental Forensics: CSI for the environment

Presenter: Val Spikmans. On TV "CSI" teams use all sorts of lab tests to solve police cases. In environmental
forensics we investigate environmental crimes such as illegally dumped rubbish in a National Park, or unknown
white powder on the side of the road, or fish suddenly dying. Val will explain the scientific detective skills, high
-powered instruments and different lab tests he might use to put together cases often destined for the Land and
Environment Court. Some example cases will be described to provide insight into why and how environmental
forensic investigations are performed.

Saturday 20™ August:  Vegetation responses to fire in the Greater Blue Mountains

Presenters: Kate Hammill and Clive Barker

Since the 1970s, there have been five major fire seasons affecting the Blue Mountains region, and in each case up
to a quarter (250 000 hectares) of the Greater Blue Mountains World Heritage Area burnt. Fire ecologist Kate
and field researcher Clive will be presenting the ecological effects of fire in our World Heritage Area, plus what
causes such big fires. Are they disastrous for plants and animals? Is the entire ‘fire-ground’ burnt to the same de-
gree? What are we doing about monitoring the impacts?

Venue: Blackheath
Time: 10.30 am to 12.00 noon Both talks followed by cup of tea & chat
Contact: Sandy Holmes NPWS (0427901119 / 4784 7301)
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Lower Mountains SHALE FORESTS field days

Many of the local Springwood bushcare stalwarts
have known for years how important the special

forests are that are found on the top and the fringes of
the shale caps through Springwood and Winmalee.
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Another field day is planned for Sunday morning
11th September in the Lapstone - Glenbrook area on
the eastern escarpment. 10 am start. Morning tea
provided. For details and bookings contact Lyndal

Sullivan 4780 5528 buscare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au.

Groups such as Fairy Dell, Else-Mitchell Park,
Deanei Forest, and Birdwood Gully have spent nearly
two decades working with council in restoring these

Eric
important forests. LT

%
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These forest types which include the Blue Mountains |k
Shalecap Forest, Sydney Turpentine Ironbark Forest |3
and the Shale Sandstone Transitional Forest are a
product of the local geology of the Springwood /

Winmalee areas. Here the shale caps overlay the|]
Hawkesbury sandstone and blend together leading to ||

the creation of special soil types. {

The importance of these forests has not been lost on |/
the state and the Australian governments, with all |l
types listed as endangered forests by either one or (§
both levels of government. One forest, the Sydney ;."_',‘
Turpentine Ironbark Forest was estimated to cover |32
between over 25-30,000 ha of lands from the inner |
suburbs of Sydney out to Springwood now finds itself B
reduced to less than 5% of this area in conservation
reserves. Some of the best remaining examples of this
forest are found in the Lower Blue Mountains which
plays an important role in conservation of Western (*
Sydney’s natural heritage.

In the June workshop, participants visited two sites in

Winmalee, learning how to identify key tree species [
from the various forests, looking at threats, as well as & e
different approaches to help in their recovery.

AR

Blue Mountain Shale Cap Forest at Deanei Reserve. photo: Rob Mann

Sydney Water (SW) is seeking comments from the community on which option is best to resolve a
major problem in the Sewer system. The Sewer Tunnel periodically gets overloaded, usually during
heavy rain. SW is proposing a choice between 3 locations of where to release untreated sewerage at
these times. These locations and the relevant Bushcare groups are: (1) Springwood Creek (Birdwood
Gully) (2) Fitzgerald Creek (Long Angle & Deanei) and (3) the unnamed creek behind Winmalee
STP. SW has produced a 12 page brochure outlining the cause of the problem and 3 proposed op-
tions, entitled “Winmalee Wastewater System Improvement project”. There are also fact sheets on the
background studies done on aquatic ecology, flora & fauna, indigenous issues and hydrology.

Which Creek would you Sacrifice?

The brochure, feedback forms and fact sheets are available at the Bushcare office. Information is
available from Emily Staniforth of Sydney Water on 1800 656 340 or swwa@sydneywater.com.au .

If you want to discuss how this proposal may effect Bushcare sites and the local envi-
ronment, contact the coordinator of the Long Angle Landcare Karleen Waldron on
0428 512305. You can also discuss the issues with members of the Community Work-
ing group (to be announced).
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MYRTLE RUST UPDATE -HOW CAN YOU HELP

We can all help protect the Blue Mountains bushland
from the spread of Myrtle Rust (MR) by taking three
simple precautions. The Summer Gecko (#46) carried a
full article on MR, so this is only an update on the infor-
mation gained from a recent workshop. The Australian
Network for Plant Conservation and Royal Botanic
Gardens have compiled the most recent information on
the rust with protocols to help reduce the risk of spread.

Whilst it is not certain whether the rust will survive and
thrive at the altitudes and temperatures of the Blue
Mountains, it just may. As most of the areas east of the
Great Dividing Range along the coastal strip of NSW
and Queensland, are already infected with Myrtle Rust,
it is important to reduce the possibilities of its spread up
the mountains.

If visiting areas along the coast of NSW or southern Qld,
ensure that you do not bring back any plants from that
area or inadvertently carry any spores on your clothing
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or equipment. Try applying these general precautions:

) Do not bring any plants or plant parts from the
area. Plants from nurseries or from your friends’
gardens could be carrying the disease. Whilst it
is Myrtaceae plants which are infected, it is best
not to bring any plants from these areas. The Cen-
tral Coast has been a major centre of infections.

. Wash all clothes worn in the coastal areas before
wearing again in the mountains, particularly when
walking in the bush or working on your bushcare
site.  This includes hats and gloves. Normal
laundering in a washing machine using standard
detergents will kill the rust.

o Disinfect backpacks, shoes and other items. This
can be done by spraying thoroughly with 70% (or
more) methylated spirits (7 parts metho to 3 parts
water), or an industrial detergent such as Farm-
cleanse. Spores from the Myrtle rust can travel
on backpacks, equipment and vehicles.

If you have visited an area where you suspect you have
been in contact with the rust, it will be important to
disinfect all clothing and equipment before leaving the
area. Treat on site or place in a sealed bag for washing
and/or disinfecting. Vehicles may also need to be disin-
fected Fact sheets have been produced by the Dept Pri-
mary Industries on hygiene protocols and are available
from the website www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/plant/
myrtle-rust.  Council’s environmental management
section is looking into what can be done to reduce the
likelihood of its spread to this area.

\I i&é&? bushcare Invitation to Bushcare Coordinators

Come to the next Bushcare Network meeting on
Wednesday 17th August and have input into planning a
conference later this year.

There is a possibility for a one time state government
grant for Bushcare projects across the state. The guide-
lines for this grant are expected around September 2011.
The network is looking at the feasibility of this funding
opportunity to be used for projects that would support
bushcare activities across our whole LGA.

Some ideas suggested so far include a colour photo
booklet of garden plants which could be used as
alternatives to weeds.and a project targeted at engaging
families with young children.

We are looking at the possibility of a major conference
in the future to bring all groups together. Do you have

issues you want to discuss? Some issues that could be

of interest are:

e recruit and retain members,

o “weed spread after fire”,

e sale of plants at community markets (that become gar-
den escapes and then weeds in bushcare areas),

o using IT to connect groups and link in with others ( eg
Landcare).

¢ information and education utilising experts in fields
such as endangered fauna and flora.

If you are interested in contributing to the planning of
this event and /or are able to attend the next network
meeting, please let Lyndal Sullivan know. If you cannot
make the meeting but have some ideas please email
them to Lyndal as well and she will forward them on.
( Isullivan@bmcc.nsw.gov.au)

Margaret Tafe & Mike Purtell
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T}lt 2011 Bushcars Picnic

~ Whilst is was raining
across the mountains,
in the rain shadow of
' the Megalong Valley,
. |a Giant Social Drag-
~ onfly emerged.
Dragonfly observers
had never before seen
a dragon fly hovering
in April, certainly
s never offering name
tags and felt pens!

Some interesting
bush treasures
brought along to the
Picnic included a
bowl from a camp cooker, a pink Barbie doll thong and
some skulls (thankfully just photos). The People’s
Choice for the Bushcare Treasure was a silver hand
mirror - one needs to admire oneself whilst carrying out
serious weeding!

The Gang Gangs played wonderfully and the environ-
mental education staff were there with the catchment
model, waterbugs, kids art and crafts and Michelle led
a tour to find some creatures of the bush.

The bushcare staff cooked up a
feast and the photos taken by
Amanda Hunt from the previous
year were displayed; and some
tested their skill with a plant
quiz.
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who participate in BMCC Bushcare.
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A word from the Bushcare Legend

It was a great honour to receive BMCC's Bushcare Golden Trowel Award
for 2011 and I would like to thank and congratulate all of the volunteers

I commend the BMCC Bushcare Team for so ably facilitating the work
of we volunteers and acknowledge the skilled contributions of the many
other members of BMCC who provide environmental services such as
o landcare, swampcare, aquatic services, education and bush regeneration.

A I can most definitely say that I have reaped far greater benefits from
participating than [ have bestowed and it has been a privilege to be asso-
ciated with all of you, past and present. Together we all act as a posi-
tive force for righting the mistakes of the past and helping to maintain
the cherished values of the native environment that we all appreciate.

Thank you to the Mayor Cr Daniel Myles and Cr Chris
Van Der Kley for offering their support to bushcare
volunteers and contributing to the awards ceremony.
We would also like to thank David King and Elly Chat-
field for a very special smoking ceremony welcoming
us to Gundungurra land.

This year’s legend is Peter Ardill from South Lawson,
Hester Creek and Leura Catchment bushcare groups, as
well as Streamwatch and Swampcare. The Hard Yakka
award went to Ross Day from Wentworth Falls Lake,
Sublime Point, Pitt Park and Franki Creek groups. The
Masters award went to Kerry and Bart Brown from the
Medlow Bath Group. The Landcare award went to Ste-
ven Barrett and Lachlan Davies from Long Angle
Gully Landcare and Cross Street Bushcare. The junior
bushcare award went to Bailey Solomon from Summer-
hayes Park. Many groups celebrated their 5, 10 and 15
year anniversaries. Congratulations to all the Bushcare
and Landcare groups for all the hard work and great on
the ground results!

And also to those ,

who also contribute

to the broader issues |

through their partici- 2 _'

pation in the Bush- %

care Network. i

The bushcare office 8 ¢

would like to know [0 %

what you want to see |
at your next picnic.

Peter Ardill
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Bushears Fun

All picnic photos courtesy of Paul Vale and Peter Chrismas
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EASTERN WATER PRAGONS In YOUR BACKYARD

In 2006, three hatchling Eastern Water Dragons (EWDs) Physignathus lesueurii lesueurii started residing in
my pond and very small backyard at Mt Riverview. One got eaten by a Kookburra in 2007, then another got
pushed out by the more dominant male “Lucky” in 2009. Lucky is now 1 metre long, visits a number of
neighbouring backyards for food, sun, shade and water and hibernates during winter.

Description: EWDs are large, grey-brown, semi-aquatic lizards with black stripes on their head and a crest
of spikes head to tail. They have a long, muscular, laterally compressed tail and powerful limbs and claws
which makes them strong swimmers and agile climbers. EWDs grow 60-100cm in length (including the
tail), weigh 0.5-1 kg, live 10-20 years, have scaly skin and flattened feet. The males are 30-50% larger then
the females with bolder colours and a red chest and belly.

Habitat: EWDs live along the Eastern coast of Australia near creeks, rivers, lakes, forests, woodlands and
grasslands. They can be found in urban areas near ponds or pools containing rocks, logs or overhanging
branches. Male EWDs are very territorial and will fight other males to gain suitable habitation and a harem
of females.

Diet: EWDs eat insects, molluscs, crustaceans, fruits, berries, small fish, hatchling tortoises and small
mammals.

Breeding: EWDs mate in Spring after a lot of bluffing, jaw locking and ritualised wrestling between the
Males. In Nov-Dec females will lay a clutch of 10-20 eggs in moist soil with rotting vegetation these will
hatch in Jan-Feb.

Predators: Snakes, cats, dogs, foxes and carnivorous birds (when small). One scratch or bite from a cat will
cause a slow, painful death because EWDs cannot tolerate the cat’s bacteria.

Threats: polluted waterways, pesticides, herbicides,
loss of habitat and cars. -
Backyard Tips: EWDs like fresh water, native trees, &
shrubs, rocks, logs, leaf litter, chemical free gardens,
hot water tanks for warmth and reflective surfaces to &%
gaze at themselves They don’t like cats, dogs or

and don’t drive too fast.

References:http://www.australiazoo.com.au;
http://www.backyardbuddies.net.au;
http://www.burkesbackyard.com.au;
http://www.ozanimals.com/

by Louise McArdle

Your Newsletter: This newsletter is compiled by Lyndal Sullivan (assisted by Sharon Huxley) from Blue Mountains City
Council with contributions from volunteers (with special thanks to Barbara Harley & Shirley Brown) and Council’s
Environmental Management Staff. It is sent to Bushcare & Landcare volunteers and other interested people. Contributions
and suggestions are always welcome, as are requests for alterations to the mailing list. ~Contact: Bushcare, Blue Mountains
City Council, Locked Bag 1005, Katoomba NSW 2780; phone 4780 5528 or email bushcare@bmcc.nsw.gov.au.
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Locked Bag 1005 Katoomba NSW 2780 7
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