Welcome to the latest issue of Gecko. | hope you are all well
and getting ready to settle into the cooler weather. We nor-
mally get great volunteer participation right throughout win-
ter, so let’s hope we can do it again this year.

Firstly, congratulations to Alan Lane, our Bushcare Legend
of 2005, and all of the other award recipients at the Bushcare
“Thank You” BBQ. We had a wonderful (albeit hot) day in
the Megalong Valley. Thanks to all of the Council staff that
worked so hard to make it happen, and all of the volunteers
and their families for making it so much fun.

We have some new announcements with this newsletter,
most notably is a series of “Biodiversity Workshops™. These
g are aimed at Bushcare volunteers who want to increase their
" awareness of the natural systems of the Blue Mountains.
They will be pitched at the beginner, so no prior knowledge
is needed. Yet experts will run them so you can ask tricky
questions if you wish. These are pilot projects and we hope
to offer them each year if we get good support. See inside
for more details.

Happy weeding,

——F Chris Dewhurst
blue et / Bushcare Team Leader

mountains

DATES TO NOTE

Groundwater Forum

Saturday 29" April 2006, 9:30 am till 12:30 pm

The aim of this forum will be to facilitate the exchange of infor-
mation between government agencies and the community, and
to promote constructive discussion of the issues related to
groundwater management. Mid Mountains Community Centre,
7 New St, Lawson. RSVP: 21% April 2006 Matthew Chambers
by email mchambers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or mail

Upcoming Biodiversity Workshops
20 May 2006 Springwood Deanei Forest
17 June 2006 Megalong Valley and Coachwood Glen
22 July 2006 Mt Wilson Cathedral of Ferns
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Bushcare Biodiversity Workshops

In conjunction with Lithgow Oberon Landcare Association, the Hawkesbury Nepean Catchment
Management Trust and Blue Mountains City Council; we are pleased to announce a series of
workshops aimed at increasing awareness of Biodiversity in the Blue Mountains. These work-
shops are aimed at active volunteers wanting to increases their skills in observing and recording
the natural world. They will be practical workshops held in the field with relevant local experts.

Workshop participants will learn skills based on the following topics:

Native Plant Identification and Seed Collection

Identify common plants growing in the area

Recognise different levels of vegetation and the roles they play in the landscape
Collecting native seed- how, what, when, where, why and how much

Permits and licensing for collecting native seed

Seed handling and storage

Seed extraction and cleaning

Mammal Tracks and Signs
e Learn about traces left by native and feral animals
¢ Identify mammal scats and tracks
e Learn about techniques used to record the presence of animals

Bird watching

e Learn how to use binoculars effectively
e |dentify common birds by site and sound

Nocturnal animal surveying

e Nocturnal animals in the region, how to recognise them and why they are important
e Scratches, scats and signs — evidence left by nocturnal animals
e The use of spotlights in fauna surveys and animals likely to be detected

e Spotlighting tools used

e Spotlighting techniques, detecting “eyeshine”

e The ethics associated with spotlighting, and how to do it

Locations and Venues

e 20 May 2006 Springwood Deanei Forest
e 17 June 2006 Megalong Valley and Coachwood Glen
e 22 July 2006 Mt Wilson Cathedral of Ferns

As these are field based activities, each workshop will be strictly limited to 21 participants. Prior-
ity will be given to volunteers whose groups are rostered to work the day of the workshop, or
who are based in the same regional area. Other than that it will be a first in first served basis.

All workshops will be free and an evening meal provided.

To register your interest either email or call Chris Dewhurst (cdewhurst@bmcc.nsw.gov.au /
4780 5528) with the following information:

1. Your Name and regular Bushcare Group.
2. The workshop you would like to attend.
3. What you hope to get out of the workshop.

| really encourage everyone who is interested to register, because if demand out strips supply
we will look at running more.



FHanging Swamps

Hanging swamps listing helps threatened species escape the noose!

Thanks to a submission prepared by Haydn Washing-
ton and the Blue Mountains Conservation Society and
supported by environmental data provided by the envi-
ronment branch of the Blue Mountains City Council
the unique hanging swamp wetlands of the Blue
Mountains have been listed as an endangered ecologi-
cal community under the federal Environment Protec-
tion and Biodiversity Conservation Act. The Listing is
in recognition of the unique character of our Blue
Mountains hanging swamps, their limited distribution
and their vulnerability to ongoing threats such as urban
development, erosion and sedimentation, weed inva-
sion and fertilizer runoff from gardens, and groundwa-
ter extraction. Listing will help increase the protection
afforded to hanging swamps in the Blue Mountains
and will make it easier for the community and land
managers to access grants and funding for projects to
conserve this unique ecological community. The hang-
ing swamps of the Blue Mountains form a fascinating
but fragile ecosystem, which are home to a variety of threatened species including the nationally endan-
gered and endemic Blue Mountains Water Skink, the Giant Dragonfly and the Giant Burrowing Frog. In
addition hanging swamps soak up water like massive sponges and release it gradually, providing life-
sustaining moisture to a variety of threatened plants in their downstream catchments, including Epacris
hamiltonii and the endangered Dwarf Mountain Pine (Microstrobos fitzgeraldii), an ancient dinosaur age
relic originating from the Jurassic period that still clings to a precarious existence in the spray zones of
seven waterfalls falling over the Southern Escarpment between Katoomba and Wentworth Falls. By help-
ing preserve the Hanging Swamps of the Blue Mountains the listing will not only help conserve this very
unique ecosystem, which forms an integral part of the natural heritage of the Blue Mountains, but also will
help pull the numerous threatened species that rely on them back form the brink of extinction.
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Happy Birthday Bart!

Well may Queen Elizabeth I
have celebrated her 80th

Welcome to our New Threatened Species Officer

Hello Blue Mountains Bushcarers! My name is Michael Hensen and
I’m the new Threatened Species officer with Council. With over 40
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birthday at the Melbourne
Commonwealth Games this
March....Bart Brown of the
Medlow Bath Bushcare
Group celebrated his 80th
birthday digging Agapanthus
out of the bushland reserve in
Medlow Bath. “Send him
victorious, happy and glori-
ous”

Group meets at 2pm at the
gazebo in Medlow Park on
the first
month.

Saturday of the
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The Medlow Bath Bushcare &
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listed threatened species and Endangered Ecological communities oc-
curring within the Blue Mountains Local Government Area, Blue
Mountains Bushcarers are at the fore front of the fight to help maintain
the biodiversity of this unique area we all call home. That’s why one of
my key goals is to increase awareness of these species and ecological
communities within the Bushcare community, provide information on
how to identify them and to encourage the ongoing efforts to protect
them. L oar]

I am planning to visit bushcare groups in the _
field throughout the year to give talks high- 7
lighting the threatened species in each bush- y J A
care area or being protected by bushcare work 4 oy
in the upstream catchment. | look forward to
meeting you all and contributing to your vital
work.
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¥ Weeding in the Wilderness

® Remote Bushcare returned on Sunday
March 26™ It was a beautiful sunny day
after a rainy week. We went down into
= trackless Fraser Creek and worked amidst
= the tall Blue Gums and Melaleucas pulling
= up Crofton Weed. We cleaned up a large
- area of silt flat. Special thanks to Morag
= Ryder, Karen Hising, Lachlan Garland,
.« Karleen Waldron, Simone Windon, Nelda

& King and Chris Watson for their stellar ef-
& forts.

Remote Bushcare will be back on Saturday

April 29™ and we will be going to Long

Angle Creek in Springwood. If you are in-

terested in coming along, contact me (Andy

Wy Forster) on 4780 5623 (Fridays) or by
® email aforster@bmcc.nsw.gov.au.

The 2006 Bushcare “Thank You” BBQ

Blue Mountains City Council held it's| Five Year Awards

tenth annual "Thank You" BBQ for its| Horseshoe Falls Bushcare Group
volunteers on February 25 2006. The day | Water Nymphs Dell Bushcare Group
turned out sunny and warm and over 100 | Tortoise Creek Landcare Group
volunteers attended the event held in the| Central Park Bushcare Group
Megalong Valley.
Ten Year Awards

The crowd participated in the Bushcare| South Lawson Park Bushcare Group
Olympics that included a "toss the pine"| Lindemen Road Bushcare Group
competition and bake-off. There was| Red Gum Park Bushcare Group
also a Council staff “Weed Bag” race| Bellata Court Bushcare Group

that was amusing for spectators. Circo

Blurto was there to keep people happy Individual Awards

%nd htegch dcirlcus jl;illsihﬂ][e ?hang Gfang Landcare Hard Yakka - Don Bullard, Gerry DeBie
ush bBand played for the tenth year in a| g, sncare Hard Yakka - David Coleby, Rae Druitt
row. Bake Off Champion - Joan Gahl

Council staff served a lunch and BMCC Bushcare Legend - Alan Lane

General Manager Michael Willis and
Clr. Pippa Mclness presented awards for
outstanding volunteer achievement.




Liz Field from Birdwood Gully leads the pack in the Nathan Summers, Andrew Forster and Geoff Smith
“Weed Bag Racing” charge forth in the Council Staff “Weed Bag” Race

—

Take That!"”
Lyndal Sulli-
van of North
Katoomba

“Tosses the
pine”

The Gang Gang's Bush Band make 10 years with us! Bushcare Legend Alan Lane with BM General
Manager Michael Willis

Your Newsletter: This newsletter is compiled by Chris Dewhurst (assisted by Sharon Huxley) from Blue Mountains City
Council with contributions from Council’'s Environmental Management Staff and members of the Bushcare Network. It is
sent to Bushcare volunteers and other interested people. Contributions and suggestions are always welcome, as are re-
quests for alterations to the mailing list. We can be contacted at Blue Mountains City Council, Locked Bag 5, Katoomba
NSW 2780. Phone 4780 5528 or 0414 195 623; e-mail cdewhurst@bmcc.nsw.gov.au; Fax 4780 5555.
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