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DATES TO NOTE 

Issue 34 
 

 

Welcome to the first edition of Gecko for 2008.   

We certainly have had a wet summer season, which has brought about a lot of 
growth on our sites, both of weeds and natives.  Whilst we definitely need the 
rain, this weather will keep many of us busy, however I’m sure that we have 
the enthusiasm to push ahead and make the most of this.   We have an exciting 
year ahead with the Bushcare Program, which includes the up and coming au-
tumn series of Biodiversity Workshops.  Also look out for the Great Grose 
Weed  Walks  coming  up  in  March & Apr i l  ( check 
www.weedsbluemountains.org.au for details).  I would like to welcome Lyndal 
Sullivan who will be the new Bushcare Team Leader, starting in March.  Lyn-
dal has been an active part of the Blue Mountains community for many years 
and has brings with us much experience in community facilitation, environ-
mental work and enthusiasm. 

The Bushcare  “Thank You” BBQ took place in the new venue of Sun Valley, 
which proved to be a well suited setting, and the day was a great success.  I 
would like to congratulate Les Peto and Rosemary Brister, who are the Bush-
care Legends for 2008.  Les and Rosemary have been an integral part of com-
munity Bushcare in Katoomba Falls for over 18 years.  I would also like to 
congratulate all of the other award recipients at the “Thank You” BBQ and 
thank everyone who came along to make it a great day.   
 

Nathan Summers 

Acting Bushcare Team Leader 

Sunday 2nd March - Clean Up Australia Day.  (Sites throughout the Blue Mountains).         
To register or find a site near you contact  www.cleanup.com.au or call BMCC 4780 5739.  
‘Clean up Conversations’ (guided walks) will be taking place at Glenbrook Lagoon & 
Prince Henry Cliff Walk (Leura to Katoomba) as special events on morning.  
 

Saturday 15th March - Spotlight Walk. Sun Valley. 8-10pm.  Learn techniques of spot-
lighting and nocturnal observation in the Cabbage Gum and Blue Gum forests of Sun 
Valley.  To book contact Nathan Summers:  nsummers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au  -  4780 5528 
 
Wednesday 26th March - Swampcare workday.  Wentworth Falls (Kitty Hawk Ave). 9am-
3pm.  To registar contact Michael Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au (preferred) or 
4780 5471.    
 

Saturday 29th March - Bird watching event.  Lapstone Reserve & Darks Common. 7.30-
10.30am. Go birdwatching with local experts Jill Dark and Dick Turner.  To book contact 
Nathan Summers:  nsummers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au  -  4780 5528 
 

Sunday 30th March - Seed Collection Workshop.  North Katoomba or Summerhayes Park 
(venue confirmed closer to date).  Techniques & guidelines for seed collection by local 
groups.    To book contact Nathan Summers:  nsummers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au  -  4780 
5528 
 

Sunday 6th April - Swampcare workday.  Wentworth Falls (KittyHawk Ave). 9am-3pm.  To 
registar contact Michael Hensen on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au (preferred) or 4780 
5471.    
 

Saturday 12th April  - Microstrobus Weedout Morning. Katoomba Falls.  9am-12.  To 
book contact Michael Hensen – mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au or  4780 5741.  
 

Saturday 10th May.  6.30pm - Spotlight Walk.  Knapsack Creek.  6.30-8.30pm. Observe 
wildlife in the Knapsack Creek catchment and learn techniques with Graham Turner.  To 
book contact Nathan Summers:  nsummers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au  -  4780 5528 
 

Sunday 25th May - Biodiversity Workshop Day.  Redgum Park, Bullaburra.  10am-
4pm.  Sessions will include introduction to Bird observation, Botany and plant ID, Swamps 
- ecology & threatened species.   To book contact Nathan Summers:  nsum-
mers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au  -  4780 5528 
 

Wednesday 28th May.  Bushcare Network Meeting. 6pm Mid Mtns Community Centre, 
Lawson. 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

Register your Bushcare group now for CLEAN UP AUSTRALIA DAY 2008. Register 

online:  www.cleanup.com.au or 

call 1800 282 329. 

  

Clean Up Australia Day is on Sunday 2nd March 2008.  

 

All registered sites will receive support materials. Similar to previous years, council can sup-

port you.  Also watch out for the ‘Clean Up Conversations’ – interpretive walks at local sites 

of interest. Clean Up Conversations will be advertised in the local press and the Bushcare 

network. 

 

Further information, contact Kristin Wohlers or Adrienne Murphy on 4780 5739 or kwoh-

lers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au 

 
Clean Up the Blue Mountains 

Sunday 2nd March 2008 

Everyone who visits Jenolan is struck by the rugged 
beauty of the steep Eucalyptus-clad mountains among 
which the Caves are nestled, and which compliment and 
protect the subterranean magic that is the Jenolan Caves. 
Transferred to National Parks in July 2006 the Reserve 
forms an integral part of the Greater Blue Mountains 
World Heritage Area. 
 
The Jenolan Reserve is under threat from a number of 
weeds, most notably an expanding infestation of Syca-
more (Acer pseudoplatanus). Initially spreading from 
individual ornamental specimens planted over 100 years 
ago, the Sycamore infestation now covers nearly 50 hec-
tares of the Reserve. 
 
Sycamores invade natural bushland and compete aggres-
sively with local species. Being deciduous, they form 
dense canopies in spring and summer that shade the for-
est floor and prevent the germination of native species, 
leading to a virtual monoculture of Sycamore trees over 
time. This is significantly reducing biodiversity, habitat 

and native diversity. 
To combat this threat, a series of volunteer workdays 
and weekends are planned in 2008 and 2009 to slowly 
chip away at the Sycamore infestation with the aim of 
containment and strategic reduction over time. A number 
of different agencies as well as individuals are partner-
ing-up to help tackle this enormous challenge through 
both financial assistance and time. Come and join in for 
a very rewarding, and beautiful, weekend experience 
‘weed-busting’ on Sycamores! 
 
Volunteers who would like to get involved in protecting 
the Jenolan Karst Management Reserve from the Syca-
more infestation are needed. A fair/average degree of 
fitness would help, as most of the terrain is uneven and 
steep. To register your interest and for further informa-
tion, please contact Michaela Jones, Kanangra/Jenolan 
Ranger, NPWS Oberon office on Ph: 6336 1972, or 
email Michaela.jones@environment.nsw.gov.au  

Help Tackle Weedy Sycamores at Jenolan 
Caves! 
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URBAN SUSTAINABILITY GRANTSURBAN SUSTAINABILITY GRANTSURBAN SUSTAINABILITY GRANTSURBAN SUSTAINABILITY GRANTS    

Blue Mountains City Council has been successful in 
securing three grants worth a total of $1.1 million from 
the NSW Environmental Trust’s Urban Sustainability 
Program. $250,000 will be spent on a “Living 
Catchments” project that will specifically target 
catchments in Wentworth Falls and Glenbrook to 
support existing initiatives. Outcomes will include 
subsidising energy and water saving devices for 
Sustainability Street participants, bushland restoration, 
erosion control and aquatic weed control. 
 

An additional $250,000 has been awarded to the 
“Saving our Swamps” (S.O.S) project, to build on 
Council’s existing swamp restoration initiatives. 
Activities will include bush regeneration, soft 
engineering and community capacity building. 
Implementation of these two projects is expected to 
commence in March 2008, with works continuing for 
two years.  
 

Council also secured $600,000 for Aboriginal 
engagement and restoration works at The Gully in 
Katoomba (a joint project with Rous Water worth a 
total of $1 million). 

STREAMWATCH AWARDSSTREAMWATCH AWARDSSTREAMWATCH AWARDSSTREAMWATCH AWARDS    
 

Three Blue Mountains Streamwatch groups were 
winners at the 2007 Streamwatch Awards (determined 
by Sydney Water and Sydney Catchment Authority): 
congratulations to the Bullaburra/Hazelbrook 

Streamwatch Group, the  Faulconbridge 

Streamwatch Group and the Glenbrook Creek 

Community Group! 

SWAMPCARE WORKDAYSSWAMPCARE WORKDAYSSWAMPCARE WORKDAYSSWAMPCARE WORKDAYS    
    

Help stop the invasion of Tutsan and Erica into a 
pristine Blue Mountains Swamp system. Come along to 
Yanko Ave, Wentworth Falls on Wednesday 26th 

March and/or Sunday 6th April, 9am-3pm. You 
might even be rewarded by a close encounter with the 
endangered Blue Mountains Water Skink! To register 
contact Michael on mhensen@bmcc.nsw.gov.au 
(preferred) or 47805471 

‘THANK YOU’ TO OUTSTANDING ‘THANK YOU’ TO OUTSTANDING ‘THANK YOU’ TO OUTSTANDING ‘THANK YOU’ TO OUTSTANDING 

SWAMPCARERSSWAMPCARERSSWAMPCARERSSWAMPCARERS    
    

Council wishes to acknowledge Lyndal Sullivan and 
Ian Baird for their excellent contributions to Blue 
Mountains Swamps during 2007. Both Lyndal and Ian 
enthusiastically gave their time and expertise to raise 
the profile of Blue Mountains Swamps and helped to 
run a number of Swampcare workdays and workshops. 

NEW FACTSHEET SERIES: NEW FACTSHEET SERIES: NEW FACTSHEET SERIES: NEW FACTSHEET SERIES: SWAMPS!SWAMPS!SWAMPS!SWAMPS!    
 
With the help of a small grant 
from the Hawkesbury Nepean 
C a t c h me n t  M a n a g e me n t 
Authority for World Wetlands 
Day, Council has developed a 
range of factsheets about Blue 
Mountains Swamps. These will 
s o o n  b e  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
www.swampcare.com.au 

FAREWELL ANNE!FAREWELL ANNE!FAREWELL ANNE!FAREWELL ANNE!    
 

Anne Carey has accepted a new job with PSP Alliance, 
working on the Blue 
Mounta ins Sewerage 
Schemes. Anne has 
contributed a huge amount 
of work and energy to 
C o u n c i l ’ s  s w a m p 
restoration and aquatic 
monitoring programs and 
her lively sense of humour 
will be greatly missed!  

RECREATIONAL WATER QUALITYRECREATIONAL WATER QUALITYRECREATIONAL WATER QUALITYRECREATIONAL WATER QUALITY    

The 2006-2007 Recreational 
Water Quality Report and 
regular 2007-2008 updates are 
n o w  a v a i l a b l e  a t 
www.streamcare.com.au . 
Sites include Megalong Creek, 
Kedumba Creek,  Leura 
Cascades, Wentworth Falls 
Lake, Ingar Pool, Jellybean 
Pool and Glenbrook Lagoon. 
For more information contact Amy on 47805553 or 
astlawrence@bmcc.nsw.gov.au. 



National Tree Day is coming up again in July, and 
groups are beginning to plan ahead for revegetation 
works on a number of bushland sites throughout the 
Mountains. 
 
Last year over 1/3 of the Landcare and Bushcare Groups 
currently working with Blue Mountains City Council 
formally registered to undertake activities as part of Na-
tional Tree Day, with another 6 community organisa-
tions and 28 local schools also participating in the pro-
gram of events. 
 
National Tree Day is an initiative aimed at promoting 
community activity where people can plant trees and 
shrubs native to their local area. In partnership with local 
Council, community groups and schools, National Tree 
Day is organised by Planet Ark and Toyota in associa-
tion with AMP Foundation and Lions Clubs.  
 
Every year, the main National Tree Day is on the last 
Sunday in July, with this years dates listed below. 
Schools Tree Day, held on the last Friday of July, is a 
special day for Australia’s school children. These bud-
ding environmentalists are doing their bit for our country 
by planting native trees and shrubs and beautifying their 
school grounds.  Over 250,000 school children were 
involved in last year's event. Tree Day shows children 
how easy and fun it is to help our environment. 
 

NATIONAL TREE DAY - Sunday 27th July 2008 
 

SCHOOLS TREE DAY - Friday 25th July  2008 
 
However, people can also organise a local Tree Day on 
another date better suited to their weather conditions. 
People from all walks of life in communities across the 
country, come together to plant trees to repair, revegetate 
and help restore Australia's landscape. 
 
In 2007 1,850 native trees and shrubs were planted 
across nearly 30 volunteer sites in the Blue Mountains 
Local Government Area to help redress some of the im-
pacts and inroads caused by urban stormwater run-off 
and weed invasion in bushland areas. An additional 
1,400 trees and shrubs were planted by school children 
in bushland areas on their school grounds. This year, we 
hope to plant even more trees! 
 
Throughout the country last year 145 Toyota Dealers 
participated and 230 Lions Clubs volunteered to help 

achieve some incredible results, with local events sup-
ported with delicious barbecues provided by the Wen-
tworth Falls branch of the Lions Club. 
 
Planet Ark's National Tree Day is Australia's biggest 
community tree-planting event and since Tree Day 
started in 1996 over 11.5 million native trees and shrubs 
have been planted by more than 1.5 million volunteers! 
Tree planting makes a positive difference to our environ-
ment, and the benefits reach into schools and communi-
ties, and also help our precious native animals and plants 
survive in Australia's diverse natural settings. 
 
Blue Mountains City Council supports these activities 
and events through an environmental education officer 
that can provide classroom support and 'extension' ac-
tivities on request or educational resources to commu-
nity groups like Guides/Scouts or Out of School Hours 
programs. Additional support is provided through their 
Bushcare program staff that work with over 59 commu-
nity volunteer groups that regenerate bushland in the 
local area each month. 
 
Projects such as National Tree Day benefit the commu-
nity by benefiting the environment. So get talking and 
planning with your Council Officer or volunteer group. 
You can organise sites in your local park, school, creek, 
roadside or bush - even your own back garden.  
For further information please contact Blue Mountains 
City Council on 4780 5000, or the Bushcare section on 
4780 5623. 
 
            Trish Kidd 

 

4 

Revegetation Works Across the Mountains for  
National Tree Day 
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Protecting North Lawson Swamp 

If you visit North Lawson Pool on a 
hot day for a cool dip you will find 
yourself staring at a wonderful array 
of weeds surrounding the adjacent 
swamp. The usual suspects have set 
up shop including: Honeysuckle, 
Privet, Blackberry and Montbretia 
happily drawing moisture and nutri-
ents from the stream and growing 
heady on the sunshine. Well now, 
plans are afoot to curtail their oppor-
tunistic ways! 
 

Trish Kidd, our valiant Bushcare 
Officer, has formed a partnership 
with the Hawkesbury Nepean Catch-
ment Management Authority, and 
through their Wetland Program se-
cured funding for contracted bush 
regeneration works in core swamp 
bushland directly downstream of the 
pool. In addition has been securing 
Green Corps to undertake their 

‘Minor Project’ of works that will 
focus on the outer edges of the core 
of North Lawson swamp. These pro-
jects both involve the support and co-
operation of the North Lawson Bush-
care Group and compliment Blue 
Mountains City Council’s goal to 
protect and improve bushland values 
in the Local Government Area. 
 

In the coming months the Green 
Corps team will establish native 
vegetation buffers through mulching 
and densely planting indigenous spe-
cies, grown from seed collected on-
site by nearly 20 participants (you 
know who you are) who attended a 
Biodiversity/Seed Collecting Work-
shop conducted by Trish last year. 
Council’s Bush Regeneration and 
Fire Mitigation Teams will support 
the work in the form of site prepara-
tion through slashing and spraying 

the areas ready for plants. The 
planted native vegetation buffer and 
mulch edges will act to reduce sedi-
ment and run-off entering the swamp 
and provide a managed native physi-
cal barrier between the edges of the 
swamp and public access areas. 
 

The Bushcare Group will be able to 
manage a much less weedy ‘edge 
effect’ impact that is currently mak-
ing inroads into the swamp, as well 
as undertake follow-up weed control 
in the core swamp bushland that will 
be much better protected from fur-
ther weed invasion. In future years 
the outlook from the swimming pool 
will be less weeds and lots of native 
vegetation instead! 
 
 
 
 

Anita Swanson 
North Lawson Bushcare 

Wentworth Falls Lake Bushcare Group Christmas Celebration on Saturday 
15 December 2007. Back row left to right: David Coleby, Ross Day, Phil 
Morrison. Front row left to right: Rae Druitt, Natalie Knipler (BMCC Bush-
care Officer), Margaret Hilder, Rebecca Hilder. Absent member John Mel-
ville. 

Dinner at the Lapstone Hotel 

On the 15th December about 18 people gathered 
yet again from various bushcare groups for an 
informal end of year dinner at the Lapstone Ho-
tel.  A great evening was had by those who 
came, with much conversation accompanied with 
a few drinks and a meal. This event has been 
happening for 10 years now, where people in-
volved in bushcare groups, particularly in the 
lower mountains, get together for an end of year 
dinner around xmas time.  The next one is sched-
uled to take place on December 13.  

        Nathan Summers    

Bushcare volunteers gathering for some xmas socialising at the 
Lapstone Hotel 



The 12th annual “Thankyou” BBQ was held on Saturday the 2nd of February, and this time it was at 
the new venue of the Sun Valley Pony Club.  This turned out to be a great day with the location 
proving to be well suited  and the weather nicely holding out for us.  Around 140 people grouped 
together under marquee awnings and also under the shade of the endangered Cabbage Gum forest 
(Eucalyptus amplipholia) which surround the perimeter.  
 
The Bushcare Olympics took place once again, where young and old participated in the “Privet 

toss”, “Weed bag” race, and “Honeysuckle shotput”.  Ali & Tahmour provided great circus entertainment which 
included Lasso lessons and Hoola Hoop sessions.  There were live Water Bug displays and the new model catch-
ment display ‘SAM’ which entertained many younger participants, and this year, being ‘World Wetlands Day’ we 
also had a special Giant Dragonfly craft workshop, facilitated by local artist Effie Vourie. Over 30 colourful paper 
mache dragonfly’s were produced.  We also had 6 winners for our Native/ Weed plant identification competition.  
The Gang Gang’s Bush Band continued to provide some great tunes for us. 
 
Councilor Kevin Frappell and BMCC General Manager Phil Pinyon presented awards for outstanding volunteer 
achievement.    David Coleby, who was the Bushcare Legend for 2007, passed on the Golden Trowel for 2008 to 
Les Peto and Rosemary Brister of Katoomba Falls.  This year also saw the launch of a special memorial shield for 
the Junior Award dedicated to Rian Payget Strathdee, who had been a devoted participant of South Lawson Bush-
care, and was strongly interested in the natural environment.  

Sun Valley Bushcare Picnic Sun Valley Bushcare Picnic Sun Valley Bushcare Picnic Sun Valley Bushcare Picnic     

Bushcare Annual Awards 

Individual Awards – presented by Councilor Kevin Frappell 
 

Landcare Award - Llew and Mara Kiek 
 

Masters Award - Dan Lucey, Joan Storey 
 

Hard Yakka Award - Erst Carmichael, Ron Lyons 
 

Rian Payget Strathdee Memorial Award (Junior Bushcare) - 
Bronte & Brae Parker 
 

Group Awards – presented by Phil Pinyon 

Five Year Awards 
Brahma Kumaris Landcare Group 
Linksview Landcare Group 
Pulpit Hill Landcare Group 
Vale Street Bushcare Group 
Wilson’s Glen Bushcare Group 
 

Ten Year Awards 
Leura Cascades Catchment Bushcare Group 
Three Gullies Landcare Group 
 

Fifteen Year Award 

Lone Pine Bushcare Group 
 

The Rian Payget Strathdee Memorial Shield presented 
to Brae & Bronte Parker of Glenbrook Lagoon 

Bushcare Legends – Rosemary Brister & Les Peto 
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Sun Valley Bushcare Picnic Sun Valley Bushcare Picnic Sun Valley Bushcare Picnic Sun Valley Bushcare Picnic     
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The model Giant Dragonflies 

Entertainment from the Gang Gangs 
Weed Bag Racing! 

Bushcare Officers cooking the BBQ 

A hoola hooping 

The set up    

Catchment model ‘SAM’ 

Dragonfly  
craft fun 
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Your Newsletter: This newsletter is compiled by Nathan Summers (assisted by Sharon Huxley) from Blue Mountains City 
Council with contributions from Council’s Environmental Management Staff and members of the Bushcare Network. It is sent 
to Bushcare volunteers and other interested people.  Contributions and suggestions are always welcome, as are requests for 
alterations to the mailing list.  We can be contacted at Blue Mountains City Council,  Locked Bag 1005, Katoomba NSW 2780.     
Phone 4780 5528 or 0414 195 623;  e-mail nsummers@bmcc.nsw.gov.au;  Fax 4780 5349. 
 
 

POSTAGE PAID AUSTRALIA 

If undelivered please return to  
Locked Bag 1005 Katoomba NSW 2780 

 
Obituary – Helen Lomax, a Friend of the Blue Mountains 

 

Helen Lomax was an early member of the first bushcare group in the Blue Mountains.  Her 
contribution to conservation will be remembered, as will her support of Indigenous people.  
Helen was 84 years old, when she passed away peacefully on the 30th October 2007. In 
1986, Helen, along with Stuart James, Carl Tuckwell, Shirley Brown and others joined 
Friends of the Blue Mountains (FoBM) which had been founded by Susanne Gardner, Tiiu 
Vanamois, Alanna Moore and Melinda Brouwer.  Tiiu and Susanne had worked beforehand 
as bush regenerators at Blackheath for the National Parks and Wildlife Service. Bushcare 
was a radical idea at this time as Helen and her friends promoted a ‘hands on’ way of tend-
ing the earth, following in the tradition of the Bradley Sisters. FoBM received support from 

the Mayor of the Blue Mountains, Peter Quirk, and FoBM was formally launched in the Council Chambers.  
Council also gave FoBM the use of facilities for producing a newsletter and the use of a disused nursery in Kings-
ford Smith Park where propagation of local native plants for regeneration projects was started. 
 

In 1988, FoBM received a Bicentennial grant from Council. Then, the Blue Mountains’ first leaflet about bush 
regeneration, and about how people can minimize their impact on the bush, was published and distributed.  Copies 
of the newsletters still exist and a suitable home for them is being considered. Bush regeneration commenced at a 
number of sites in the Mountains, including at Glenbrook, Minni Ha Ha Falls and on Darwin’s Walk.  After a fire 
at Echo Point, this became FoBM’s focus and the group moved to this site, and although much has happened by 
way of development at Echo Point since, plant-
ings of shrubs on the western side can still be 
identified. 
 

The movement of bushcare had been well 
started in the mountains by the time FoBM 
ceased in 1990. Helen celebrated life with her 
great love of plants, birds and nature and cre-
ated the lovely garden at her house with bird 
baths that have attracted so many birds, bring-
ing joy to her and her visitors.  Helen also cele-
brated life through her many friendships. 
 
 

 
  

Meredith Brownhill 4th January 2008 


